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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Either 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept 
and 

That the publication must be displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That where the publication is publicly displayed in a package, the package must be 
made of opaque material. 

Or 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, 
set aside for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other 
than restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 

Or 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept 
and 

That the publication must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the 
publication is available for supply, and must be shown in that place only to persons 
making a direct request for the publication. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The magazine entitled Australian Skin Volume 1 No 3 a\so known as Australian Skin is 
classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Australian Skin Volume 1 No 3 \s an A4 size, 100 page, glossy full colour magazine 
with a predominantly sexual theme. It consists mostly of photographic essays, articles, 
letters, jokes, columns from regular contributors, photographs of readers, and 
advertisements. 

The magazine is given a restricted classification because of its strong sexual theme 
which includes photographic essays of naked women, articles and other text using 
colloquial sexual language, and images and text of the Win This G/r/.'competition. The 
colloquial sexual language degrades and dehumanises women by references to sexual 
activity and body parts such as genitals. Having said that, such language, although 
commonplace in the magazine, is limited to certain articles and columns, and is 
outweighed by other aspects of the magazine which do not include degrading and 
dehumanising references to women. The Win This Girll competition degrades and 
dehumanises the women depicted to a high degree. The readers are asked to chose 
between three women whose nudity is displayed across 12 pages of the magazine, the 
woman chosen gets to visit Australia from Hungary. There is little other information 
about the women for the readers to aid their choice. Furthermore, the women seem to 
benefit little from ‘winning’ this competition other than to travel to a foreign country to 
be companioned by an Australian Skin reader who knows her only from glossy images 
of her naked body. 

Also of concern is an article entitled Unnatural Gas about nitrous oxide consumption. 
The article mentions sources and methods of consuming nitrous oxide for the 
purposes of intoxication. It also gives a historic context and warns of likely dangers 
from irresponsible consumption, and to this end supplies some balance to the topic. 
There is also nothing under New Zealand law to suggest that the possession and 
consumption of nitrous oxide for leisure purposes, and outside of a medical or dental 
context, is illegal. 

The rights and freedoms of expression under si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 (NZBR Act) have been balanced against the relevant criteria of the Films, Videos, 
and Publications Classification Act 1993. There is likely injury to the public good from 
the sexual content of the magazine if its availability is not restricted to an audience 
aged 18 or over. This restriction on the right to freedom of expression is considered to 
be reasonable and demonstrably justified as required by s5 of the NZBR Act. 
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